Achievement and Affective Domains:

 Are they related?

One commonly expressed concern suggests that accountability systems that emphasize tests of student achievement in academic domains also deemphasize other important goals, particularly affective goals such as student’s self-concept. This suggests that academic and affective domains are discrete rather than overlapping and interactive domains. 

The question of the causal relationship between attitude to an academic domain and competence in that domain is a longstanding “chicken and egg” discussion in the research literature. Does the development of a positive attitude lead to competence in the domain, or does the development of competence in the domain lead to a positive attitude to the domain. The predominance of the research suggests the latter. Providing consistent demonstrations of success in a domain, and the recognition of this success by persons the student values, increases positive attitudes to the domain.

Indeed, the research suggests that, for many students, academic failure leads to a lowered self-concept. This leads to alienation to school, and less investment in schooling and more interest in drugs and gangs, and finally dropping out of school with its life long negative consequences.  

